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An Insiders Perspective of Fullerton College’s “Scapino”


Once again I have the opportunity to discuss a play from a different view then as simply, an audience member. In contrast to Fullerton College’s production of “Frankenstein”, where I was part of the cast, for F.C.’s“Scapino” I had the chance to be a part of the wardrobe crew. This gave me a different outlook on the project and the process there of, I was not around for the entire process of forming the play. Instead I came in to help put on some of the finishing touches to a creation already in motion. I didn’t have a chance to observe the play in it’s entirety, but instead got little pieces of what was going on throughout the nights. 


“Scapino” takes place in a small seaport in Naples, Italy. It’s the story of two families with equally love struck sons trying to be with the women they adore, two fathers who seem to have different plans for them, and one mischievous servant who mixes up things for everyone. One son falls in love and marries while his father is away, when his father returns he finds out that his father plans to marry him off not knowing of his previous engagement. The second son falls in love with a rouge gypsy women and is determined to marry her no matte what the cost. Both sons convince Scapino, their servant, to help them trick their fathers into giving them money so that they can marry and/or take care of the women they love. In the end all is well as it turns out the women the first son wanted to marry was infact the women his father wanted him to marry. The gypsy women turns out to be the long lost daughter of a rich Italian man that lives in the seaport, so the second son is welcome to marry her. Despite all the trickery that he has played, sometimes going a bit overboard, Scapino is forgiven by all, and the play ends with a celebration. 


It was really interesting to hear about how the technical crew felt about the process of “Scapino”. To watch as the costumes where brought together, and really tailored to each individuals character. I was overjoyed to see how perfectly each actor slipped into character once in costume, and how the costumes did give them an extra boost. This just made their already developed characters that more fun and entertaining for the audience.


I thought that the color choices in both the costumes and set where particularly bold. But, of course I understand that these choices where made to heighten the comedic effect of the play. I really enjoyed how the set seemed to have been built as a jungle gym for the actors. It gave them so many places to go, both physically and comedically, I think that it’s really great when the actors can connect so well to their environment. In all honesty that was probably one of my favorite parts about the show, was the connection that the actors made bringing their world together with the different aspects they had been given. 


Though I never had a chance to watch the production in full I was able to piece it together over the run of the show. Being backstage for every performance I was able to see the actors rehearse before their scenes, which reminded me how precise comedy is. So many of the actors tried their hardest to make sure that everything that did was perfectly timed and planed for the optimum effect. In the end I know that all the pieces came together and paid off as I heard the audience roar with laughter, and watched the actors enter backstage with smiles on their faces as well. 

